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Make your best home

Is a Curved Sofa Right for You?

Experts Weigh in on If (and How) You Can Try One of 2022’s Top Trends at Home

By ASHLEY CHALMERS | Published on 01/04/22

As far as 2022 trends go, there’s one we're still on the fence about: It seems curved
sofas are on the rise, and while they look gorgeous in the right space, are they
really all that practical? More importantly, can they fit into the average living

room?

We turned to some of our favorite designers and experts to ask: How can you
figure out if a curved sofa is right for you, and what do you need to know before

bringing one home?

MEET THE EXPERT

Stephanie Lindsey is a principal designer at Etch Design Group.

Sarah Ramirez is a designer with Decorist, an online interior design

service.

Joanna Mahserdjian is the founder of Upstate Rug Supply.




Curved Sofas Take up More Room

“[A curved sofa] takes up more room than you might anticipate,” warns Stephanie
Lindsey of Etch Design Group.

Before you buy, Lindsey suggests doing more than just measuring your space to
see if the sofa will fit. “Make sure that you map out the configuration in your
room using blue tape or another method to ensure it’s the right [choice],” Lindsey

says.

Curved Sofas Can Cause Blank Space

While a traditional sofa can slot into a space easily—especially if it’s lining any of
your walls—a curved sofa might present a trickier conundrum.

“The curve can create pockets or holes in the overall design of the room,” says
Lindsey. “So be careful to measure it out and make sure your room is calling for a
curved sofa before making the investment.”

Decorist designer Sarah Ramirez agrees. “The spacing can be odd behind and
directly around the sofa if it is placed against a wall. Although this is not always
the case, it is something to be aware of! They can also be hard to pair with other
seating, and they’re simply not going to create or allow for maximum seating.”



Curved Sofas Are Automatic Focal Points

“A curved sofa is typically a statement piece in a room and a big part of the
design,” explains Ramirez. “You'll want to be sure the room can support it as the

focal point.”

This means that a curved sofa is an instant eye-catcher. “It definitely creates
interest, so if you're looking for a focal point for your room, a curved sofa will do

the trick.” adds Lindsey.

Cate Black Photography / Etch Design Group



They're Perfect for Large Rooms

If you have a room where blank space isn't a problem, a curved sofa could be the
answer. “They are a great option when the sofa is floating in the middle of a

room,” says Ramirez. “Their unique shape is visually interesting from all sides.”

Lindsey says they also lend an instant air of glamour to a room. “If you have a
more elegant or glam aesthetic, curved sofas are perfect,” she tells us. “They bring

a regal quality to the space, especially perfect with a velvet!”




Their Shape Should Speak for Themselves

If you've always wanted a bold sofa in a lively print, a curved style might not be
for you. This is because the shape of the pattern might not form to the shape of
the sofa very well.

“Patterned fabrics can get really tricky with curved sofas, so it might be best to
stay with a solid fabric,” warns Lindsey. “[That is,] unless you have an upholsterer
that has confidently mapped out how the patterned fabric will adjust to the
curve.”
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