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13 chair rail ideas — for style and
character

Our chair rail ideas show you how to use this practical Victorian feature to
maximize and enhance space in your home
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The origins of the chair rail (also known as the dado rail) stem from
Victorian times. Much like the name implies, a chair rail protects the
wall from the back of the chair, as back in the day, it was all beautiful
wallpaper designs and dark wall colors — no white canvas in sight —
and so protecting them from scrapes and chips was a must.



12. USE WAINSCOTING TO BALANCE A BOLD FLORAL
WALLPAPER

fimage credt: Eizh Desgn GeoupCate Elack)

Balance out a bold floral wallpaper design with a crisp white painted
chair rail and wainscoting. The wallpaper could easily be
overpowering but it's kept in check with this characterful original

feature.



13. WAINSCOTING THE CONTEMPORARY WAY

(image credit: Eich Design Group/Rebekah Westover)

Walls behind beds also need a touch of protection and adding a form of wainscoting to them will give
just that, plus a contemporary effect that will create a focal point. This look could easily be DIY'd — all
you would need is to decide on a design, ask your local hardware store to cut the wood to size and
for a way to fix them to the wall.



